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tistics bear out his personal 

observation.  The Web site 

has received more than 

8,600 hits since April ð 

with the eight regional Web 

pages getting between 115 

and 240 hits each. 

     Ray Empereur has been 

another important contribu-

tor to raising Northwest 

Illinois HIV Care Connectõs 

profile, Kisner states. 

Empereur has increased 

awareness of the program 

through presentations to 

staff at HIV care and pre-

vention sites in Rockford, 

Rock Island, DeKalb, and 

Whiteside County. 

     Kisner says he and his 

staff can help people living 

with HIV to navigate the 

medical system after they 

enroll in the program. Pri-

mary medical care is the 

first important step in fight-

ing HIV.  Once established 

with a primary care physi-

cian, an individual is then  
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     United by a common 

cause, the seven lead 

agencies of Illinois HIV Care 

Connect have found 

strength in numbers. 

     Under the common Illi-

nois HIV Care Connect 

name, the lead agencies 

provide Ryan White Part B 

services to people living 

with HIV. The programõs 

Web site, 

www.hivcareconnect.com, 

makes it easier for HIV-

positive individuals and 

health care providers to 

learn about 

available ser-

vices. 

     Health care 

providers are 

encouraged to 

refer people liv-

ing with HIV to 

Illinois HIV Care 

Connect, a state-

wide program 

that provides 

confidential 

medical case 

management 

services at no charge, re-

gardless of income. Enrol-

lees also may quality for a 

range of other health care 

and support services. 

     Todd Kisner is the re-

gional project director for 

Northwest Illinois HIV Care 

Connect, for which the Win-

nebago County Health De-

partment serves as the 

lead agency. After the new 

name and Web site were 

announced in April, he says 

he noticed that five or six 

HIV-positive individuals con-

tacted his office inquiring 

about HIV Care Connect 

services before receiving 

medical care. òThat was a 

shift ð usually we receive 

the referrals for Part B ser-

vices after they enroll in 

medical care,ó Kisner ob-

serves. 

     He says he believes the 

shift was due to these indi-

viduals learning about Illi-

nois HIV Care Connect 

through the Web site or 

other communications. Sta-
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Pictured (from left to right): Bill Moran, Administrator, 

Direct Services Unit, HIV/AIDS Section, Illinois Depart-

ment of Public Health; Denise Henkel, HIV/AIDS 

Program Director, Illinois Public Health Association; 

and Todd Kisner, Regional Project Director, Northwest 

Illinois HIV Care Connect Office. 

http://www.hivcareconnect.com
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referred to an infectious disease 

specialist to determine the appropri-

ate care for HIV, he explains. Staff is 

able to make individual referrals to 

both primary care and infectious 

disease physicians. 

     As a one-stop shop, Illinois HIV 

Care Connect also can refer people 

living with HIV to services such as 

oral health care, mental health care, 

medical nutritional therapy, sub-

stance abuse prevention and coun-

seling, and other support services. 

Not all of these services may be 

available in each region, and the 

nature of services may vary. 

     Kisner says he is working to ex-

pand the services provided by North-

west Illinois HIV Care Connect. For 

example, in June, a group of volun-

teer practitioners started a holistic 

healing clinic focused on massage 

and Eastern medicine in Rockford. 

Kisner says he plans to develop a 

program following the same model in 

Rock Island. 

     In May, Northwest Illinois HIV 

Care Connect partnered with the 

AIDS Project Quad Cities to start a 

food program. Illinois HIV Care Con-

nect enrollees can obtain fresh 

meat, dairy and eggs through the 

program each week. òTheir need for 

protein is almost double that of 

someone without HIV,ó Kisner ex-

plains. 

     Of about 500 individuals enrolled 

in Northwest Illinois, Kisner says 

about 125 live in rural areas. Some 

of these individuals have a hard time 

finding transportation, and some are 

still afraid of being stigmatized as 

HIV-positive. In response, each 

month Deb Leroy, RN, makes home 

visits to 32 enrollees who are unable 

to travel to care facilities. 

 

HIV infection still a serious problem 

in Illinois 

Because there is still a serious HIV 

infection epidemic in Illinois, òitõs 

important that HIV-positive individu-

als receive the treatments they need 

to slow the progression of HIV,ó says 

Valerie Webb, IPHA president. òThey 

also need to know the precautions 

they should take 

to prevent the 

spread of the in-

fection to others.ó 

     HIV infection 

can progress to 

AIDS and other diseases. Illinois has 

the nationõs seventh highest cumula-

tive number of AIDS cases, according 

to the Illinois Department of Public 

Health, with more than 36,000 re-

ported cases and 18,500 deaths 

since 1981.  About one-quarter ð or 

10,000 ð of the 40,000 HIV-positive 

Illinois residents do not know they are 

HIV-positive, the department esti-

mates. 

     Funded by the Illinois Department 

of Public Health through federal Ryan 

White Part B grants, Illinois HIV Care 

Connectõs regional offices are located 

in Belleville, Champaign, Chicago (two 

regional offices), Murphysboro, Peo-

ria, Rockford, and Springfield. 

     If you are a health care provider 

interested in joining the network, go 

to 

http://www.hivcareconnect.com/con

nect.html to find the contact at your 
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page at www.facebook.com. 

     IPHA also has a page on Twit-

ter, another social-networking site.  

IPHA will be utilizing this social me-

dia service to "tweet" public health 

news and information in a timely 

manner.  Updated regularly, the 

IPHA Twitter page is a one-stop re-

source where visitors can find quick, 

easy information on public health 

topics such as H1N1, state and na-

tional funding updates, develop-

ments from our local health depart-

ments, infectious disease updates, 

     IPHA members now have another 

vehicle through which to network, 

share information and exchange ideas 

about public health. 

     The Illinois Public Health Associa-

tion has its own page on Facebook, 

the popular social networking site, for 

members and fellow fans to read up-

dates, share information and learn 

more about IPHA 

activities.  Visitors to 

the Facebook site 

can become official 

"fans" on the IPHA 

and other public health news from a 

variety of sources.  IPHA members can 

get information sent directly to their 

phone or email through IPHAõs Twitter 

page 

(http://twitter.com/ILPublicHealth).      

     We encourage members to follow 

IPHA on Twitter and Facebook in order 

to stay connected and to get the latest 

news and information on public 

health. 

I P H A  J o i n s  S o c i a l  N e t w o r k i n g  M e d i a  

http://www.hivcareconnect.com/connect.html
http://www.hivcareconnect.com/connect.html
http://www.facebook.com
http://twitter.com/ILPublicHealth
http://twitter.com/ILPublicHealth
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     The Awards Committee for the 

69th Annual Meeting and Legisla-

tive Action Day is requesting mem-

bership nominations for this yearõs 

awards.  The awards will be pre-

sented during the Annual Meeting 

being held March 9-10, 2010 at the 

Hilton Hotel in Springfield, Illinois.   

     This is your invitation to recog-

nize your fellow workers for their 

contributions in the public health 

community. Individuals or groups 

involved in any aspect of commu-

nity, public health and human ser-

vices should be nominated for 

these leadership awards.  

     Categories are: 

Honorary Emeritus Award 

Everett I. Hageman  Volunteer-

ism Award  

Public Health Student of the 

Year Award  

Public Health Worker of the 

Year Award 

Young Worker Award  

Award of Merit Award 

Distinguished Service Award 

Excellence in Public Health 

Policy Award 

Media Award 

     Award nomination forms are 

specific to each award category.  

You are not limited in the number of 

nominations you submit; however, 

each nomination needs to be on a 

separate form. 

  Nomination forms should be sub-

mitted/signed by IPHA member(s) 

with supporting information via 

regular mail.  The deadline for sub-

mission is January 4, 2010.   

 

For more infor-

mation or to 

download the 

nomination 

form, visit 

www.ipha.com.   

c a l l  f o r  i p h a  m e m b e r s h i p  a w a r d  

n o m i n a t i o n s  

     Jo Daviess 

County Health De-

partment Home 

Health Care has 

been named to the 

2009 HomeCare 

Elite, a compilation 

of the most suc-

cessful Medicare-certified home 

health care providers in the United 

States. This annual review identifies 

the top 25 percent of agencies and 

further highlights the top 100 and 

top 500 agencies overall.  Winners 

are ranked by an analysis of per-

formance measures in quality 

outcomes, quality improvement 

and financial performance.  

     òThe 2009 HomeCare Elite 

winners demonstrate a commit-

ment to providing their patients 

with the best possible care while 

performing at the highest level,ó 

said Nancy Buller, Senior Director 

of Marketing Communications at 

OCS HomeCare. "We congratulate 

Jo Daviess County Health Depart-

ment Home Health Care on being 

one of the Top home care agen-

cies in the country." 

     Jo Daviess County Health De-

partment, Peg Murphy, Administra-

tor, credits dedicated staff with the 

companyõs ability to rank as one of 

the HomeCare Elite. She said, "the 

agency continues to work very 

closely with the quality assurance 

auditor to assure positive health 

outcomes for home health cli-

ents.ó   

    Congratulations! 

J o  D a v i e s s  C o u n t y  H e a l t h  

D e p a r t m e n t  H o m e  H e a l t h  C a r e  

R a n k e d  A m o n g  T o p  2 5 %  i n  C o u n t r y  

SAVE THE DATE! 

IPHA 69th Annual Meeting and Legislative Action Day 

 March 9-10, 2010  

Springfield Hilton Hotel, Springfield, Illinois 
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     The health care industry 

ranks as the second most 

energy intensive among 

commercial buildings in the 

nation.  Waste, a significant 

by-product of health care 

operations, amounts to over 

2 million pounds per year, 

including medical and haz-

ardous waste streams.  Inevitably, the result of heavy 

energy use and considerable waste production is high 

levels of greenhouse gas emissions (GHGõs), which 

then contributes to more chronic disease and ill-

nesses such as asthma, heart disease and respiratory 

problems.  The industry's energy use and waste by-

products are contributing to the health problems of 

the very communities it is meant to serve. To calcu-

late how your facilityõs energy use impacts public 

health, use the Energy Impact Calculator, 

http://www.eichealth.org/ 

     The Chicago Green Health Care Initiative assem-

bles a pool of resources to help health care providers 

achieve significant operational improvements, reduc-

tion in operating costs and reduction in GHGõs, 

thereby lessening the impact on public health. By de-

veloping a high profile, comprehensive model for 

green healthcare, the voluntary-based CGHCI will 

demonstrate that quality of patient care can not only 

be maintained but can be improved via green prac-

tices. In addition, it will show that hospitals, commu-

nity clinics and ordinary citizens can save millions of 

dollars through these practices. The CGHCI will serve 

as an environmental health model for other indus-

tries, just as the City of Chicago will become a model 

for other cities that seek to reduce their impact on 

climate change and the environment.   

 

CGHCI PARTNERS 

City of Chicago ð Chicago Climate Action Plan 

goal to reduce GHGõs by 25 percent below 1990 

levels by 2020 

Health Care without Harm (HCWH)- works to sig-

nificantly reduce the amount of greenhouse gas-

ses (GHGs) and pollution created by the health-

care sector 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 - 

provides support for sharing information with 

health care staff and patients, along with recom-

mendations on how to achieve sustainability and 

save money in the work place and at home 

U.S. Department of Energy ð provides energy 

management training for existing hospitals to 

improve the energy efficiency of their operations 

and maintenance 

Metropolitan Chicago Healthcare Council 

(MCHC) - membership and service association 

comprising more than 140 hospitals and health 

care organizations working together to improve 

the delivery of health care services in the Chi-

cago area 

Clinton Climate Initiative - works with the worldõs 

largest cities to reduce greenhouse gas emis-

sions 

Practice Greenhealth (PGH) - an affiliate of 

HCWH that works with more than 1,000 member 

hospitals nation-wide to make significant change 

in their practices with regard to the environment 

University of Illinois in Chicago ð Center of Occu-

pational and Environmental Health and Safety - 

conduct research and evaluation of the Initiative 

Chicago area hospitals committed to leading the 

challenge to reduce healthcareõs environmental 

footprint 

 

RESOURCES 

Healthcare Clean Energy Exchange, an elec-

tronic marketplace with over 250 suppliers com-

peting to supply energy, including, ôno-riskõ en-

ergy procurement reverse auction, hospital-sited 

renewable energy project and power purchasing 

consulting. 

 http://www.practicegreenhealth.org/tools/hcee/ 

City of Chicago, Climate Action Plan 

http://www.chicagoclimateaction.org/pages/introdu

ction/57.php  

continued on page 6 
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Department of Energy -Hospital Energy Alliance 

and Energy Smart Hospitals Program ð ôno costõ 

energy management training for existing hospi-

tals to improve the energy efficiency of their op-

erations and maintenance. 

http://www.eere.energy.gov/de/chp/chp_application

s/chp_application_centers.html 

http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/energysmart

hospitals/ 

Clinton Climate Initiative ðEnergy Efficiency Build-

ing Retrofit Program:  Assistance to implement 

large-scale energy efficiency retrofit projects and 

access to product discounts on a wide variety of 

building products. Katie McClain, Chicago City 

Director, 312-744-0470. 

EPA -Energy Star Portfolio Manager ð ôno costõ 

energy management training, baseline measure-

ment and tracking of energy and water consump-

tion, providing information and tools to measure 

and achieve sustainability and reduce costs in 

health care facilities, communities and resi-

dences. 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_pe

rformance.bus_portfoliomanager 

Practice Greenhealth ð  health care sustainability 

services including Green Guide for Health Care 

(www.gghc.org) Operations Version 2.2 imple-

mentation assistance, Sustainability Director 

training and workshops, Environmental Purchas-

ing, Green Team training (e.g., environmental 

goal setting, waste minimization, food, green 

cleaning, pharmaceutical waste management, 

etc.). 

http://www.practicegreenhealth.org/ 

Greenhealth TrackerÊ - a web-based waste data 

management tool designed to assist in measur-

ing and tracking all health care waste streams 

and associated disposal costs. 

http://www.practicegreenhealth.org/tools/greenheal

thtracker/  

Health Care Without Harm - Together with its 

partners around the world, Health Care Without 

Harm shares a vision of a health care sector that 

does no harm, and instead promotes the health 

of people and the environment.  

www.noharm.org 

Metropolitan Chicago Healthcare Council ð a 

membership and service organization dedicated 

to helping members care for their communities 

through access to health care and improved 

delivery of services. 

http://www.mchc.com/eweb/startpage.aspx?site=m

chc&design=no 

 

 

To learn more about joining the Chicago Green 

Health Care Initiative, please contact: 

Mary Larsen, 866-698-3336,  

mlarsen@practicegreenhealth.org 
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IPHA Accepting Scholarship Applications 

The Illinois Public Health Association is pleased to announce the availability of three 

scholarships for graduate students enrolled in a public health-related program. 
 

The IPHA Scholarship for Graduate Study in Public Health will be awarded to one 

student in the amount of $1,000. 

The Edith Heide Memorial Scholarship will be awarded to two students in the 

amount of $2,000 each. 
 

All scholarship applications must be postmarked no later than January 22, 2010. 
 

For more information and to download the application, visit our website at 

www.ipha.com or contact the Association office at 217-522-5687. 

http://www.eere.energy.gov/de/chp/chp_applications/chp_application_centers.html
http://www.eere.energy.gov/de/chp/chp_applications/chp_application_centers.html
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/energysmarthospitals/
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/energysmarthospitals/
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_performance.bus_portfoliomanager
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=evaluate_performance.bus_portfoliomanager
http://www.gghc.org
http://www.practicegreenhealth.org/
http://www.practicegreenhealth.org/tools/greenhealthtracker/
http://www.practicegreenhealth.org/tools/greenhealthtracker/
http://www.noharm.org
http://www.mchc.com/eweb/startpage.aspx?site=mchc&design=no
http://www.mchc.com/eweb/startpage.aspx?site=mchc&design=no
http://www.ipha.com/

