IPHA Executive Council Meeting

Springfield Motor Boat Club

Minutes

June 11, 2009

Present:  Richard Sewell, Valerie Webb, Mark Hilliard, Linda Wheal, Julie Aubert,        Bill Mays, Bob Keller, Cheryl Ramirez, Greg Kyrouac, Karen Peters, Sherry Weingart, Cheryl Galligos, Margaret Leonard, Jerry Andrews, Jamie Burns, Tom Hughes, Patricia Canessa

Staff: Jim Nelson, Kristen Ball, Jodi Dart, Denise Henkel

Bob Keller motioned to adopt the agenda as it stands and it was seconded by Cheryl Galligos. Agenda adopted.

Presidents Report 

Richard reported that the annual meeting was successful and follow up will be conducted.  Richard stated this is his last meeting and thanked the council and the IPHA staff for their support.  He also thanked and acknowledged Bob Keller for his work on the Chronic Disease Initiative which gave a good foundation for the work that was accomplished this year.

Treasurers Report

Hilliard reported the balance sheet shows $774,890.05 in assets/liabilities.  He also referenced the accrual report and noted that we need take into consideration that state payments/ reimbursements are slow.  Wheal questioned the term “accrual report” and its accuracy of describing what the report shows.  A suggestion was made to rename the report to more accurately reflect the content.  Motion by Keller to accept the report.  Peters seconded and motion carried.

ARCG Report

Jodi reported that she attended a technical assistance training related to the Great Lakes Project which focused on sustaining funding.  She also stated the training was very valuable and referenced the resource manual she received which will be utilized for future planning.

Executive Committee

No meeting held.  Jim Nelson reported that we are in a holding pattern with relationship to the budget due to the state economic condition.  Sometime before July 1, the legislature and Governor will make a decision about the budget and a possible result will be a 6 month budget with big reserves, but there are many unknowns.  Possible effects on IPHA may be delays in contracts and less funding.  Challenges with several of our contracts including HIV/AIDS prevention and AmeriCorps will have to be addressed.

Our conference planning efforts are stable due to the much of the funding coming from registrations and our membership efforts are good.

Jim reported we have some tough decisions to make due to budget, and will call for an Executive Committee conference call prior to July 1 to make recommendations for solutions to the budget crisis.  Bob Keller emphasized that short term budgets seem to be in the forefront of the legislative efforts.

Tom Hughes stated IDPH has not heard back regarding their request for stimulus money for local health departments.  Hughes reported that the request has been sent to the Stimulus Recovery Act committee.  Discussion was held and the consensus is that this will be slow coming.  

Hughes reported that he was on a conference call this morning with 172 service providers and Ounce of Prevention about trying to organize local efforts to advocate to legislators for funding.

Policy/Legislative Committee Report

Keller reported that the weekly conference calls have been suspended.  Hughes reported on the General Assembly – see attached report.  Hughes also stated we need to continue to work on the Chronic Disease Prevention Task Force and use it as an umbrella for our efforts.

Nominating Committee Report

Nelson thanked the committee for their hard work and now there is a new committee in place.

Membership Committee Report

Galligos reported sustaining affiliate memberships are up.

Section Reports

Academia

Peters reported their major initiative is developing a survey on training and educational needs and will ask IPHA to provide a cover letter for the survey when ready.  Peters offered to take a lead in organizing academic institutions to advocate for public health funding also.

Behavioral Health

Ramirez thanked IPHA for hosting the Behavioral Health summit and would like to focus on integrating primary care and behavioral health care for next year’s summit.  Ramirez reported that her organization voted to co-host the policy forum with IPHA next year and it was a consensus that this is a good idea.

Boards of Health

Leonard reported that this is her last meeting and Inora McGroarty from Winnebago County will be the new President of the Boards of Health.  The Council thanked Leonard for her participation.

Environmental Health

Jodi reported that the following written report was submitted by Anders Abelmann:
My name is Anders Abelmann and I have been the chair of the Environmental Committee (EC) since late March of this year, when I took over from Dr. Peter Orris. Dr. Orris has continued to be very helpful with information and input, and about relaying information. Below is a summary of the committee’s recent activities.

During the week of April 13, the EC partnered with a group of student organizations and the Office of Sustainability at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) to promote environmental health issues during Earth Week at UIC. The EC helped staff an information booth in various locations throughout the week, where topics such as the health impact of energy use and energy generation were discussed. The week concluded with Ecojamapalooza, a big event on campus where environmental information was combined with a “green” vendor fair and student raffles.
On April 29, the EC organized a panel discussion at the IPHA Annual Meeting in Bloomingdale, IL. The EC member Max Muller, Program Director at Environment Illinois, was the facilitator of the panel, while Anders Abelmann acted as moderator. The other panelists were Brian Urbaszewski, Director of Environmental Health Programs for the Respiratory Health Association of Metropolitan Chicago, Steve Pincuspy, Senior Program Associate for the Safer Pest Control Project, and Dr. Amy Pelka Mucha, Research Associate Professor at the Division of Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences, School of Public Health, UIC.

The panel focused on current enviro-health issues that are active in some policy making arena, such as the legislature, the city of Chicago, rulemaking etc, and the advocacy campaigns it take to make progress on them. A good discussion followed.
The EC has some potential activities for the coming summer and call, updates will be forwarded to the Executive Council.

Epidemiology and Health Statistics

Mays reported that 2 people were at the last section meeting and the agenda was not presented due to limited attendance.  Weingart stated that this section is very valuable and consensus was that she and Karen Peters with the Academia section will work with the Epi section to increase membership.  Discussion was held on other ways to promote this section.

Family Planning

Wheal reported that the section has been questioning their viability and currently is working on making changes in order to increase activity.  Nelson stated that it would be a good idea for the section to work with Tom Hughes and the group who is working on the Title 10 federal funding and family planning grants.  Discussion was also held regarding the benefits of integrating family planning and HIV prevention efforts.

Food and Nutrition

Galligos submitted the following written report:

SECTION ACTIVITIES:

· Monitored F&N legislation, responded to specific action requests, and shared legislative information w/IDA, INC. and IPHA.
· Added new member to F&N listserv
Information of Interest for F&N Members:

· Illinois Food, Farms and Jobs Task Force: HB3990 -- the Illinois Local Food, Farms, and Jobs Act of 2009 -- passed unanimously through both Houses of the Illinois General Assembly.    It is now headed to the Governor's office for signing into law and since Gov. Quinn has been very supportive of this initiative since 2007, we have every reason to believe that he will sign it. The bill primarily creates a new organization -- the Illinois Local Food, Farms, and Jobs Council -- that will be commissioned and empowered to build a fully functioning local farm and food economy in Illinois. To begin this building process, the legislation also sets goals (non- mandatory) for local food purchasing by state agencies (20% by 2020) and state-funded agencies (10% by 2020 -- this includes schools).  It will be up to the Council to facilitate the reaching of those goals.

· National Nutrition Month 2009:  As reported in December, INC repeated the community recognition award program that was done in 2008.  The 2009 Community Partnership Awards were from a variety of programs and settings such as: school systems, food banks/pantries, senior feeding sites, Headstart programs, food delivery systems, etc. The nominations were to meet the following criteria with their programs and/or activities: Mirror the mission on INC: The Illinois Interagency Nutrition Council (INC) promotes health and wellness through nutrition education, coordination or services and access to nutrition programs so that Illinois residents can achieve food security; promote: healthy eating and regular exercise; build positive partnerships; include a community, family or school wellness component and be replicated as a model program across the state.  See attached list of the winners and those receiving honorable mention.
Public Policy Information/Update;

· Illinois Fresh Food Fund: The Illinois General Assembly has approved $10 million in funding for the Illinois Fresh Food Fund, which seeks to stimulate supermarket development in underserved areas of the state, the Chicago Tribune reports. Approved as part of a $3.1 billion public spending bill, the Fresh Food Fund will help grocers defray a portion of the approximately $25 million in costs associated with opening a major supermarket, including costs for land acquisition, equipment purchase and infrastructure. The Illinois program is modeled after a similar effort in Pennsylvania that, since its launch in 2004, has helped finance 70 new supermarkets or grocery store renovations. According to David Vite, president of the Illinois Retail Merchants Association, which lobbied for the creation of the Fresh Food Fund, the program plans to raise an additional $20 million from philanthropic groups to further enhance its efforts. The funding measure, along with the larger public health spending bill, now moves to Gov. Pat Quinn (D) for approval. (Reported in Chicago Tribune 6/3/09.
· Stimulus Funds For WIC :Public Law 111-5, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), was signed into law by President Obama on February 17, 2009. The ARRA provides a total of $500 million for the WIC Program. Of that amount, $100 million is to be used nationwide by WIC State agencies to establish, improve or administer management information systems (MIS) for WIC, to include changes necessary to meet new legislative or regulatory requirements and including the use of electronic benefits transfer in the WIC Program. Illinois will be applying for a portion of this money via a competitive, National, application process. The remaining $400 million will be held in reserve at the federal level for caseload and food fund needs. USDA has not released further information regarding the release of these funds.
Other items of Interest

· New WIC Food Packages coming in August, 2009.

· Good Bye to "5 A Day": It has been two years since the Fruits & Veggies-More Matters national health initiative was launched to replace the 5 a Day Program. The 5 A Day logo is now expired and materials with the logo should be discarded. Produce for Better Health has a great website with information that will be helpful in assisting participants select and prepare produce. www.fruitsandveggiesmorematters.org 
· US House leaders pledge to modernize U.S. food safety system: Under legislation proposed recently proposed, the nation’s food supply chain would become more transparent, inspections of food facilities would become more frequent and manufacturers would be required to take steps aimed at preventing food-borne illnesses. A summary of the discussion draft is available at http://energycommerce.house.gov/Press_111/20090526/fsea_summary.pdf.  The full text of the bill is posted at http://energycommerce.house.gov/Press_111/20090526/fsea_draft.pdf.
· Institute of Medicine reexamines pregnancy weight gain guidelines: The Institute of Medicine and the National Research Council announced new guidelines for weight gain during pregnancy largely due to increases in obesity rates among women of reproductive age.  These new guidelines focus on the long- and short-term consequences of both mother and child. The first change is to BMI ranges, which will now be congruent with the World Health Organization standards.  Secondly, weight gain recommendations for obese women are specific and have the range of 11-20 lbs.  Furthermore, guidelines for twins are now set according to BMI categories, with an exception to an underweight classification due to insufficient data. New guidelines focus on the need to educate and help mothers stay within adequate weight gain requirements throughout the entire pregnancy process, including a healthy preconception weight as well as a healthy postpartum weight.  Health professionals including dietitians will need to play a bigger role in carrying out these recommendations. For more details on the 2009 IOM report please visit the following link http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12584
· New, friendlier FDA website coming soon: The Food and Drug Administration’s Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition has announced new features coming to www.FDA.gov. Included among those new features are:
· Information is categorized by topic for easier retrieval, with related subjects consolidated in sections on the site. 

· Page design and navigation have been updated and are consistent throughout the site. 
· Content has been reviewed for relevance, with redundant and outdated content removed 

The new Web site will have new URLs for all content and in the interim will redirect users to new locations.  

· Institute of Medicine (IOM): Nutrition Standards and Meal Requirements for National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs: Phase I. Proposed Approach for Recommending Revisions (released 12/17/08)

The National School Breakfast Program feeds 10 million children each day, and the National School Lunch Program feeds more than 30 million students. Yet the national nutrition standards and meal requirements for these meals were created more than a decade ago, making them out of step with recent guidance about children’s diets. With so many children receiving as much as 50 percent of their daily caloric intake from school meals, it is vital for schools to provide nutritious food alongside the best possible education for the success of their students. 

At the request of U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Institute of Medicine assembled a committee to recommend updates and revisions to the school lunch and breakfast programs. The first part of the committee’s work is reflected in the December 2008 IOM report Nutrition Standards and Meal Requirements for National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs: Phase I. Proposed Approach for Recommending Revisions. Phase II of the report is expected in fall 2009. 

This first report provides information about the committee’s approach as it reviews the school lunch and breakfast programs. In the report’s second part, the committee will share its findings and recommendations to bring these meals more in line with today’s dietary guidelines.
Currently there are no requirements nor guidelines for the School Lunch program to be in line with the US Dietary Guidelines.  
Health Administration

Nelson reported for Empereur.  

Health Education/Promotion

No report

HIV/AIDS

Patricia Canessa is the new Representative of the section.  Hughes stated that he will work with Canessa and has contacted several organizations to become a part of IPHA.  Canessa stated that on the national level, the data is showing that evidenced based interventions for HIV/AIDS are not very successful.  She also stated that an increase is being requested in the Ryan White funding.  Hughes reported that Illinois has been very successful in addressing HIV perinatal issues.  Further discussion on how to collaborate and develop the section was held.

Injury Control/EMS

Nelson reported that Jennifer Martin, Section Representative is resigning from the Council and steps will have to be taken to replace her.

Nursing

No report but a replacement has been found for Kathy Baldwin as Section Representative.

Oral Health

No report

Senior Health

Kyrouac reported on an initiative for evidence based work on Alzheimer’s, as well as efforts to provide caregiver interventions for persons with dementia in the Chicago area.

Executive Director Report

Nelson addressed the issue of being a lead agency for HIV/AIDS and IPHA’s relationship with this program.  He also stated that he is in the process of working with the current and past lead agencies to address the state department to continue the HIV programming as it is currently offered.

68th Annual Meeting Recap

Sewell reported that a meeting was held yesterday in follow up to the annual meeting.  Webb reported on the results which are posted online at www.ipha.com.  Discussion followed about the needed steps to positively move this forward.

Association Development

Webb reported on the action plan for public health with regard to developing and improving section involvement.  Goals include increasing members participation in the sections (70% by 2014), quarterly communication by and for sections, incorporate section leadership in the next strategic plan, meet with other state organizations to become members of the sections, clarify use of money for sections, provide a sections procedure and training manual.  Full written report was submitted and attached.

Old Business

Jodi provided some policy revisions which will be the beginning of the IPHA policy manual.  She will continue to create policies and if anyone has any ideas or suggestions, email them to Jodi.  Sewell requested a full draft policy manual by the December Executive Council meeting and a procedure manual by the March 2010 meeting.  As Jodi gets policies done, they will be sent out for approval and implemented incrementally.

New Business

Fiscal Year 2010 Quarterly Meeting Schedule

August 27, 2009 Springfield

Oct 22, 2009 Starved Rock

Dec 10, 2009 Chicago

March 25, 2010

June 24, 2010

2010-2015 IPHA Strategic Plan Process

Webb stated that after section development process, the strategic plan process will be addressed.


Nelson and Keller introduced the idea of The Center for Public Health Management Support which would provide management expertise and consultation to public health management for members of IPHA.  Keller stated that a market survey would be taken first to see if there is any interest in this service.  

Motion was made to undertake this initiative as outlined and to review this at the March 2010 Council meeting. Margaret Leonard seconded, discussion followed and the motion carried.

A regional Health Care Safety Net Summit will be held on June 24th at UIC.  Get more information at hmprg.org.

Hilliard moved to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 3:12pm

Respectfully submitted by Julie Aubert, Secretary

