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The State has yet to determine how to address budget gaps

The 96" General Assembly
may have left Springfield at the
end of May but unfinished busi-
ness with the budget remains
for consideration by the Mem-
bers. With the fall election
looming, it is unclear if the
budget gap, created by revenue
contraction, pension payments
and the overall economy, will
be addressed prior to Novem-
ber.

One of the biggest issues at
present is the
quest to borrow some $4.1
billion to make the pension

question to be discussed.

Just prior to the session
recess, IPHA was called by the
Governords of fi
in a budget review with top
staff from his office and other
health care organizations. The
Governor 9s
Budget Director made the case
for the need to have the Senate
adopt the borrowing plan to
pay the pension note; this ac-
tion was a central component
oftlbeVF¥ 11mudgebesnfigura--
tion. As of this writing, the
Senate has yet to act on this

obligation payment. Regardless plan and that leaves a huge

of whether the Senate finally
acts to approve the House
version of the borrowing plan
contained in SB
859, the pension
payment has to be
made. This simply
means added pres-
sure on the Gen-
eral Revenue of the
State at a time
when resources are
already stretched.

W% A budget bill has

R been passed but if it
¥ is sustainable is a

guestion on how to sustain the
budget. Itis not believed that
President Cullerton has the
votes to call the bill at this time.

The General Assembly did
act to give Governor Quinn
more tools to manage the cur-
rent budget crisis. SB 3660
contains language to allow him
to require fund reserves from
all general and special state
funds; allows for intefund
borrowing and to have those
funds placed in the general
revenue fund; provides for
emergency rule making to im-

plement the Act and to require
furlough days for Members of
the General Assembly. Addi-
tlgnglly tapcpro% %1t|?n§ (fOIE’Ir’l']It-
tees will be required to look at
budgets by line, set program
targets and to allow the depart-

Chi en?ents tq rev§w %ng r]ebld L9y

tracts thought to be
Osweethearto
ernor will also have to provide
periodic budget information to
the Assembly. One of the

more controversial measures
would extend the lapse period
for spending from August 31 to
December 31. However, the
Comptroller must receive
vouchers by August 31 for pay-
ment in this period. This will
again stretch out the payment
cycle for providers, some saying
up to 18 months.

SB 377 will allow the state
to sell uncollected debt to pri-
vate collectors and will allow
for a tax amnesty program.
thought this could produce
about $250 million in revenue
for the coming fiscal year.
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continued from page 1 has reached out to the Director of Public ~ Educating Members of the General As-
Health and the Governor to encourage  sembly on policy issues supported by IPHA

The State estimate of outstanding bills o ) o 2
them to act to form this important task ~ members is a key mission of the legislative

is in excess of $6 billion and that gap is

. o force and to gather from it ideas for staff. However, for this work to be suc-
what is yet unaddressed by the lllinois ] ) ) ) ] i R
sound public health policy on chronic cessful it requires the active participation of
General Assembly. ] ) .
diseases. IPHA members. Working with the AIDS
Collaboration and cooperation with Foundation of Chicago, as well as our part-

key partners was a hallmark of this legisla- IPHA teamed up with the public health

tive session for IPHA. Starting with the admlnlstrat.ors_ of ”"m_)'s' IAPHA, the
Northern Illinois Public Health Consor-

ners in HIV prevention, IPHA worked to
organize and successfully carry out presen-

resolutions passed at the 69th IPHA An- i i i
. P o . tium and the lllinois Dietetic Association 21°nS N fr(_)n_t of the House Commlttee.
nual Meeting, the Association joined with . on Appropriations in support of full funding
h . id der the © block efforts to reduce the educational . !
many human service providers under the for HIV prevention services and the AIDS

Responsible Budget Coalition in support requirements for food service workers ) )
across Illinois. HB 5917 and SB 3377 Drug Assistance Program. This advocacy

of HB 174, which if passed would have was a direct result of input from HIV sec-

raised the state income tax and generatedNOU|d have significantly eroded the time b dditi Il
- S allocated for training of food handlers. tion members of IPHA. - In addition, a
an additional $% billion in new revenue

to address what many believe is a struc- Working jointly, committee testimony and

tural budget deficit. HB 174 is currently private member mgetlngs were held to
. . make the case against passage of these
waiting on concurrence in the House.

bills. At this time both bills remain in the

Members of the General Assembly and
Constitutional Officers received informa-
tion on IPHA resolutions passed at the'69
Annual Meeting and all were invited to our

Additionally, IPHA supported the call b i

){ pp y General Assembly. anrllual receptlgn. IPHA has sent Govern.or
the Campaign for Better Health Gare Quinn a letter in support of the local public
worked for passage of the Health Care IPHA continued its support for the health protection grant and will be asking

Justice Implementation Act. SB 3047, elimination of bisphendA i n ¢ hi kydshy ﬁjﬁ‘dfh@for the important work of
which contains the legislative language foproducts and worked with lllinois PIRG one Department.

the Act, is wait i ngthepassagelofdiB 6G088/aad SB 8715E s ] . o
signature. The bill will create a-partisan Both bills remain in the General Assembly _Th's year marked the f'rSt_ legislative
task force to monitor and assess the im- but more members are becoming well action day for IPHA. Approximately 50
plementation of the federal health care  educated on the need for passage of this members 5|gned.up for th.e even.t and many
reform legislation in lllinois and provide  Act. Another environmental health bill We.re suF:cessfuI n engaglng their mempers.
policy review and oversight. Itisakey which IPHA supported was HB 5040 that This action, cpupled V\{'th our collabf)r.atlon
way in which IPHA may advocate for pol- created the Child Safe Chemical Act that and c.omm.umcatlon W'_th glected .offlmal_s

icy changes in the future. IPHA was suc- would regulate the sale of products con- and like minded organizations, _W'” conFlnue
cessful in passage of SB 2583, which de- taining cadmium and designates cadmiunt® _bOOSt the presence of IPHA in the Illi-
layed the implementation of the report of as a priority chemical with the lllinois EPA.n_O'S General Assembly and hgpefully pro-
the Chronic Diseases Task Force. AsyetHB 5040 is waiting vg%a platf,'orem fc.)étgevp(reorrnogl%n rOfOstund
the task force is not organized and IPHA signature. public health policy.

APHA Get Ready Campaign Offers Fact Sheets in Many Languages!

" H1N1 flu fact sheet now in 10 Asian and Pacific Islander languages
O Get Thanks to theAsian & Pacific Islander American Health Foruthe Get Ready campaign is
pleased to provide its fact sheet on HIN1 preparedness in common Asian and Pacific Islander
Z R ea dy languages. The health foruntranslated the Get Ready campaign's popular H1N1 flu prepared-

www.getreadyforflu.org N€SS fact sheet (also available ifEnglishand Spanish) into 10 languages: Chinese, Chamorro,
Chuukese, Japanese, Korean, Marshallese, Samoan, Thai, Tongan and Viethamese.

¢Habla usted espafiol?More than 20 factsheets and materials are available in Spanish
From earthquakes and power outages to H1IN1
paign offers a wealth of free fact sheets to help people become more prepared, including 20
resources in Spanish. In April, the Get Ready campaign debuted seven new Spalaisguage
translations of its preparedness materials on its website, including fact sheets @iaods, com-
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http://action.apha.org/site/R?i=ZM1DdUWYfavFxmrnaGLhCQ..
http://action.apha.org/site/R?i=oAThdbo7IIXr3c2zPsy44A..
http://action.apha.org/site/R?i=uT6apks-od4Wh98S-QD6eA..
http://action.apha.org/site/R?i=jBW9qivoNDgiHPL-WrVY1A..
http://action.apha.org/site/R?i=Mxn0GNFCLLAW3axeQswIKg..
http://action.apha.org/site/R?i=zLcHqhpYz8VHA7J8DJiK2A..
http://action.apha.org/site/R?i=zLcHqhpYz8VHA7J8DJiK2A..
http://action.apha.org/site/R?i=nuASc0zbnuloGeqHjlNHew..
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