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                   MEET WITH IPHA 

President Margaret Leonard called the meeting to order at 

8:00 am. The agenda was approved as updated.


The Minutes of the meeting of October 7, 2008 were approved.


The Treasurer’s report was approved as submitted, showing that 30 memberships have been received—more than 20 below the number received at this time last year.  Checking account balance was $4,327.65; the certificate of deposit contained $5,000; making a total balance of $9,327.65. Discussion followed in regard to statements and follow-ups.


President Margaret Leonard gave the President’s Report.  She noted that Kay Banta and Jan Allen serve on the Public Health Practitioners Certification Board. She announced that Dr. Allen serves on the Board of Directors of the National Association of Local Boards of Health and is the West Great Lakes Regional Director.


President Elect Inara McGroarty gave her report.


Marcia Custer reported for the Nominating Committee. The nominations of the committee were adopted. The new officers are: Inara McGroarty, President; Carol Elliott, President Elect; Treasurer, Kent Schiebel; Annie P. Clark, Secretary.


President Leonard appointed Mike Holiday and Dorothy Droste to serve on the Audit Committee. She also appointed Kay Banta, Annie P. Clark, and Margaret Leonard to serve on the Scholarship Committee.

Dr. Allen gave the NALBOH West Great Lakes Region Director’s Report.


Kay Banta and Jan Allen reported on Public Health Practitioner Certification. Dr. Allen will preside beginning July 2009. The Board is now charging a fee. Thirty-five PH Practitioners have been certified. The websites for national exams are these: www.PHPCB.org;

www.Publichealthexam.org www.MBHE.org. 

[image: image7.wmf]
Dr. Allen and Dr. Custer reported for the Ad Hoc Strategic Planning Committee. They will consult with Dr. Lou Rowitz, UIC, Chicago, for help to develop a plan.


Updates from IABH attendees included these: Jim Powers- Board of Health member from Winnebago County noted that 78 percent of boards of health conduct orientation for new members and 64 percent have access to e-mail.


Annie P. Clark reported that she attended a training on rapid cycle improvement.


Dr. Allen announced that the Mid-America Regional Public Health Leadership Institute (MARPHLI) is open for applications. Those interested may contact Dr. Rowitz at the Department of Public Health at the University of Illinois, Chicago.


The next meeting is planned for October 6, 2009 at the McLean Public Health Department in Bloomington.
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I must be getting older. People are calling me 'sir’ instead of ‘dude.”




Public Health in Peril: Call to Action

The Illinois Public Health Association held its 68th Annual Meeting at the Hilton Chicago/Indian Lakes Resort and Conference Center in Bloomingdale April 28-30.


Joining IPHA were the Illinois Association of Public Health Administrators and Northern Illinois Public Health Consortium.

Pre-Conference Summits April 28

Advocacy Works


This summit met at 9:00 am with five leaders of various disciplines showing how public health advocacy can work.

Voices for Change: Moving Our Practice Forward

Illinois public health nurses came together at 10 am in a summit 
continued on page 2

President’s Message


My year as president has passed quickly. I have had the opportunity to meet and work with many very dedicated people in Public Health. My thanks to them and all who helped along the way.


Welcome to the Monroe County Health Department and Board of Health that will be established by July 2009.


We had a fair turnout for the annual meeting in April. I hope more will be able to attend the fall meeting, October 6, 2009, at 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. We will meet at the McLean County Health Department, 200 Front Street in Bloomington.


Welcome to our new officers for 2009 2010: Inara McGroarty, President; Carol Elliott, President Elect; Rev. Annie Clark, Secretary; and Kent Schiebel, Treasurer.


Thank you.

Margaret Leonard

continued from page 1
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    sponsored by IPHA, Illinois Public   

   Health Administrators, Illinois Association of School Nurses, Illinois Wesleyan University, Lakeview College, Mennonite College of Nursing at Illinois State University, Millikin University, Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, and the University of Illinois-Chicago. 


The keynote speaker was Kristine Gebbie, DrPH, RN, acting dean of Hunter-Bellevue School of Nursing in New York City.

Emergency Services Summit 

This summit met at 9 am to discuss the prevention of elder abuse and neglect in the first workshop. Workshop

Number Two discussed the prevention of youth violence.


Environmental Health Agenda for 2009 


This summit met from 1 pm to 4 pm.

Welcome Reception 

Attendees could enjoy a reception at the Shiraz Restaurant at 5 pm.

April 29th Conference Opens 

Starting with a Plenary Session at 9:30 am, Richard Sewell, President of IPHA, welcomed those in attendance. Others who welcomed the audience were Cheryl Johnson, President of the Northern Illinois Public Health Consortium, Stephen Laker, President of the Illinois Association of Public Health Administrators, and Stacy Baker of the Institute for Conservation Leadership.


Dr. Sewell introduced R. Terry Mason, Commissioner of the Chicago Department of Public Health, eager to make Chicago one of America’s healthiest cities. Dr. Mason, a nationally known health educator and inspirational speaker, and a credentialed urologist who serves on the faculty of the University of Illinois at Chicago School of Public Health, introduced a “Prescription for a Healthy Illinois.”

 
Following Dr. Mason was an address by Patrick Libbey, a consultant who advised the conference about “Public Health: Becoming Takers as Well as Givers.”



Mr. Libbey has been a national leader in the movement for accreditation of local and state health departments.

Working Sessions 

At 11:45 am attendees could pick up a box lunch and visit conference exhibits.


The sessions addressed primary prevention; data and information systems; developing strong public health systems; and how to respond to recent difficulties with action.

IPHA President’s Reception


The reception, sponsored by FFF Enterprises, provided entertainment by Music Madness DJ Service.

April 30, Business Meeting and Awards


The IPHA Business Meeting and Awards Ceremony included a breakfast beginning at 7:30 am.


Award recipients included: Joel Clark, Jasper County Health Department who received the Award of Merit; Bob Keller, McLean County Health Department and Mary DeGroot of Will County Health Department each received Distinguished Service Awards; and Gloria Linnertz received the Everett I. Hageman Volunteerism Award.

Closing Penary Session 

This Session featured Dr. Quentin D. Young, Chairman and Co-Founder, Health and Medicine Policy Research Group who offered “Winning, For a Change.”


On this note the conference closed at noon.


Illinois Representative Dan Reitz was honored by the National Conference of State Legislators at the National Press Club in Washington D.C. for his action, care, and concern for Illinois citizens. Representative Reitz has sponsored numerous radon-related bills including the Radon Awareness Act passed by the Illinois House and Senate, the strongest radon notification act in the nation. The act was passed January 28th. (For the full article see the Spring Issue of the IPHA Viewpoint at IPHA.com.)


          










NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION’S REPORT ON SURVEYS

OF COMMUNITIES
   (Two National Organizations did surveys to show how the economic downturn has affected U.S Health Departments)  

HEALTH DEPARTMENTS HURT BY THE ECONOMIC DOWNTURN


In the last issue of the Bugle Call we discussed the hardships of a local health department in rural Illinois.


The National Association of County & City Health Officials (NACCHO) has surveyed local health departments (LHDs) throughout the nation to learn how they have been affected by the recession.


NACCHO asked 2,422 LHDs during the months of November and December 2008 to assess the impact of current economic conditions on their budgets and workforce. Replies came from 1,079 LHDs in 46 states. The survey found that a majority of the respondents experienced adverse impacts and expect them to continue.


NACCHO estimated a total loss of 7,000 local public health workers nationwide and expects that number to increase during 2009. During 2008, more than half of LHDs had either laid off employees or been unable to replace those lost through attrition. About one-third predict layoffs in 2009. In addition, many small LHDs have cut costs by reducing staff hours or placing employees on temporary furlough rather then laying off staff.


Certain states have been more noticeably affected by cuts in staff. More than 90 percent of local health departments in Arizona, California, Georgia, Idaho, Michigan, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Vermont and Virginia reported staff layoffs or positions lost through attrition.


 Nationally, 27 % work with a current budget that is less than last year’s. Forty-four % expect to do so next year. The impact disproportionately affects those departments serving large jurisdictions. From the survey it appears that total budget cuts over the past year are approximately $300 million.


Unfortunately, this problem has forced health departments to cut services just when the need for their services has increased.


(A full list of recommendations may be found at:

http://www.naccho.org/advocacy/congressrecs.cfm?&renderForPrint=1 ). 

ASSOCIATION OF STATE AND TERRITORIAL HEALTH OFFICIALS

SURVEY

The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) surveyed 57 state and territorial health agencies about how the current economic environment is affecting their budgets and ability to protect the public’s health. The survey took place once in Nov/Dec 2008 and again in Jan/Feb 2009.


A summary of 45 responses (42 states, two territories and the District of Columbia) was made of responses received between November 25th and December 16, 2008; also included in the summary are responses from 22 states received between January 27th and February 5th, 2009.

Budget Reductions

· 29% of health departments surveyed had a FY08 budget that was smaller than FY07. 

· 50% made cuts to the FY09 budget between November 2008 and February 2009.

· 71% expect FY09 budgets to be smaller than FY08 budgets.

· 100% of health departments that experienced cuts in FY08 expected further cuts.

· 22% of departments expect at least a 10% reduction for FY09.


States are responding to budget cuts by eliminating programs, decreasing services, reducing administrative costs, and cutting back staff via layoffs and attrition.


State health departments have already been forced to cut critical programs and reduce staffing levels. Additional cuts will further devastate health departments, according to ASTHO.


Two states have already lost 15% of their workforce through attrition; one of these expects to lose another 15% in FY09.


The vacancy rates at state health departments range from 2% to 18%. 44% of states have a vacancy rate of 10% or higher.


At least 40% of states expect to lose staff through layoffs or attrition in FY09.

(The full survey is available, along with charts showing the breakdown of problems and numbers in various areas, at ASTHO 2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 450, Arlington, VA 22202; 202-371-9090 or www.astho.org. Further information may also be available.)



Michael R. Taylor, a former U.S. Food and Drug Administration deputy commissioner, said, “Local and state inspectors are the base of the food safety pyramid.”


In a report released in mid April by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Taylor, now at the George Washington University School of Public Health, concludes that state and local agencies have a large and growing role in the country’s food safety system. But the report states that the system’s ability to protect the public is threatened by a chronic lack of resources, patchwork of laws and lack of coordination.


Last year’s salmonella outbreak that sickened more than 1,400 people was originally thought to be linked to tomatoes. Eventually, the infection was traced to hot peppers in Mexico.


Taylor said, “Information just wasn’t being shared. It wasn’t clear who was in charge. There was no communication.”


Taylor’s report, co-authored by Stephanie D. David, is meant to serve as a guide for lawmakers as they examine various food safety bills pending in Congress.

(Excerpted from an article by Georgina Gustin on the front page of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 4/17/09.) 


PEOPLE Say,

I’ve learned . . . .








St. Clair County Health Dept.

19 Public Square    Suite 150

Belleville, IL  62220

Return Service Request

     T h e


  B u g l e


    C a l l








I A B H





NEXT NALBOH MEETING IN 


BLOOMINGTON, 10/6





ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION OF BOARDS OF HEALTH





Officers 2009-2010





President: Inara McGroarty 


	Winnebago County


President Elect: Carol Elliott 


	Champaign/Urbana


Past President: Margaret Leonard


	Macon County 


Secretary: Annie P. Clark, 


	St. Clair County


Treasurer: Kent Schiebel, 


	Madison County














As of May 27th, Illinois officials said that there are 975 confirmed cases and one     


of H1N1 Flu in Illinois. 	Most of the confirmed cases are from Chicago and nearby counties.


	The county confirmed case totals so far: Boone 7; City of Chicago 430; Cook 287; DeKalb 1; DuPage 61; Franklin 3; Kane 30; Kankakee 10; Kendall 2; Knox 3; Lake 57; McDonough 1; McHenry 4; McLean 1; Ogle 3; Sangamon 1; Will 57; Winnebago 10, and seven undetermined. 


	There appears to be some effort to discourage use of the name “Swine Flu”. The official name is “H1N1 Virus.” Apparently, the first name has a bad effect on those who grow, process, and distribute pork. The virus so far does not infect people who eat pork. It is a mix that appears to include more than one source, but it is still correct to call it Swine Flu.


	Although this flu has been reported all over the world, it has, at this time, not been declared a full scale pandemic.


	President Barack Obama assured the public that the government is doing everything it can to monitor the problem. Local health departments are making all the recommended preparations in case a full scale pandemic develops.


               Washing your hands often, staying at home when you are sick, and keeping sick children home from school are measures to help prevent the spread of infection. All are usual public health suggestions. 				       


�
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Macon County


	On January 29th the Illinois State Dental Society (ISDS) and their camera crew came to the Macon County Health Department’s Dental Clinic to begin production of a video that is part of an effort by the ISDS to improve dental care programs in the state of Illinois.


	Funding rates for dental care in Illinois are among the lowest in the nation, and 60 percent of Illinois counties lack access to adequate dental care.


(Excerpted from the Spring 2009 IPHA Viewpoint.)














McLean County


	McLean County Health Department was one of 12 pilot counties for a new electronic death registration system (EDRS). McLean County has processed about 600 death records with more ease and efficiency since the program’s inception in October.


	Illinois Representative Dan Brady (R) sponsored the legislation to establish the EDRS.


	The new system is designed to streamline the processing of death certificates through a web-based database. McLean County has most funeral homes and hospitals on board along with the Coroner’s office.


	“The new EDRS has truly streamlined our operation and will increase efficiencies for the funeral home directors as well,” said Donalda Voss, the health department’s Administrative Support Supervisor II.


	The McLean County Health Department, Vital Records Division, is responsible for maintaining death and birth records for 10 years. After that, the McLean County Clerk maintains these records.


(Reprinted from the Spring 2009 IPHA Viewpoint.)














St. Clair County 


IPHA AMERICORP WORKER SUBMITS ARTICLE TO SPRING VIEWPOINT


	Leighann Jones, IPHA AmeriCorps worker at the St. Clair County Health Department, prepared the article about public health assurance and cooperation in St. Clair County.


	The article spotlighted the Latino Round Table founded by Violeta Garza ten years ago to work together to improve delivery of resources and social services to the Latino community through networking, advocating and providing services.


(For the full article see the Spring 2009 Issue of the IPHA


Viewpoint at ipha.com. Further information about the Latino Roundtable is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.latinoroundtable.org" ��www.latinoroundtable.org�) 














Winnebago County 


	Illinois Department of Public Health recognized the Winnebago County Health Department with a special pediatric care award for its contributions to childhood care.


	The health department’s Refugee Program not only provides immunizations and complete physicals for children coming from Poland, Somalia and Laos, to name a few, but staff has gone above and beyond to follow-up on the general health of immigrant children.


	Winnebago County Health Department received the 2009 Ron W. Lee, M.D. Excellence in Pediatric Care Award for Community Service.


(Excerpted from the Spring 2009 IPHA Viewpoint.)





WATER RESOURCE PROJECTS TO BENEFIT FROM STIMULUS FUNDING


	


The Army Corps of Engineers will receive millions of dollars in federal stimulus money for projects to improve flood control, navigation and recreation, the Corps announced. 


	Some of the projects in Illinois include: 


Resuming operation and maintenance of all facilities at Carlyle Lake ($1.3 million).


Constructing additional relief wells on the Wood River Levee ($2.4 million).


Replacing the administration building at Lake Shelbyville.





	The district is also set to receive more than $10 million to install river engineering structures on the Mississippi River between the Ohio and Missouri rivers. These structures could include chevrons, wing dikes, and bendway weirs.


(Excerpted from an article by Kim McGuire in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch 4/29/09.)





STIMULUS FUNDING AVAILABLE TO SMALL COMMUNITIES





	Additional funding may be available to some cities and small towns from the Rural Development Agency, part of the     U. S. Department of Agriculture. The additional dollars would be available because of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Tax Act of 2009, signed into law by President Obama in February.


	The programs will have more money than in previous years. There is lots more money available for loans than in previous years, but the grant funding, as in previous years, is limited.


	The agency offers a variety of grants and loans, including business loans, community program loans and housing loans.


	Loans for funding for such public health related items as new water and sewer lines may be possible.


(Excerpted from an article by Larry Ingram in the 


St. Clair County Edition of the Suburban Journal 4/29/09.)








Dates to Remember:


�





June 8-10, 2009							September 23-25, 2009


Immunization Preparedness Summit, Springfield 			18th Annual HIV/STD Conference, Springfield





July 1-3, 2009							October 6, 2009


2009 NALBOH Conference, Philadelphia, PA 			Illinois Association of Boards of Health Meeting	


Information: NALBOH 1840 East Gypsy Lane Road, 		McLean County Health Department


Bowling Green, OH 43402					200 Front Street, Bloomington


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Nalboh@nalboh.org" ��Nalboh@nalboh.org�		





July 14-16, 2009							November 7-11, 2009


Annual Public Emergency Preparedness Summit, Oakbrook		137th APHA Annual Meeting, Philadelphia


								“Water and Public Health”


	





STIMULUS FUNDS OFFER HOPE


CONGRESSIONAL STIMULUS LEGISLATION OFFERS HOPE


	

















The National Association of County and City Health Officers (NACCHO) was encouraged that recent legislation provided tax cuts and, in the area of health care, includes strong prevention and wellness components. Funds were aimed at fighting chronic and other preventable diseases. 


	NACCHO made recommendations for the use of the stimulus funds that would save local and state government jobs while improving the health information technology and physical infrastructure in ways that would make the health system more efficient.











FOOD SAFETY SYSTEM NEEDS AN OVERHAUL








that our dog doesn’t want to eat 











my broccoli either.  Age 6





      that just when I get my room the way I like it, Mom, makes me clean it up again. Age 12








that although it’s hard to admit it, I’m secretly glad my parents are strict with me. Age 15





that there are people who love you dearly, but just don’t know how to show it. Age 42





that wherever I go, the world’s worst drivers have followed me there. 


Age 29








that the greater a person’s sense of guilt, the greater his or her need to cast blame on  others. Age 46





that motel mattresses are better on the side away from the phone. Age 50





that brushing my child’s hair is one of life’s greatest pleasures.


        Age 26








that I still have a lot to  learn.   Age 92
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  Please note that all letters, problems, and articles you wish to appear in the September issue should be sent to Carolyn Chapman at          


5 North 75th St., 


Belleville, IL 62223


by August 10, 2009.





IPHA CONFERENCE MEETS JOINTLY WITH NORTHERN CONSORTIUM AND PUBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATORS








�








The Bugle Call                                                                      June 2009                                 Illinois Association of Boards of Health      3

_1061618969.doc



