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Interviewing Impaired Persons – The Courtroom
Sample courtroom developed at:

Stetson University College of Law
Center for Excellence in Elder Law
1. Double jury box and one-way glass for jury monitoring and research

2. Colors picked to enhance vision of elders

3. Flat panel touch screen outside of the courtroom with layout of courtroom. Touching various parts of the courtroom will bring up information about individual court personnel and his or her role in court proceedings.

4. Carpeting designed to give visual clues for those with visual impairments–a border along the edge in a color different from the carpet–with diamond insets marking each row to give a visual clue regarding seats

5. Rounded corners on all tables and desks 

6. Sturdy chairs with locking wheels and firm arms

7. Witness box on the floor

8. Ramp to judge’s bench inside judge’s chambers, so judge in wheelchair can ascend bench without being observed

9. Podium that is electronically height-adjustable, with electronic side shelves or wings for those in a wheelchair

10. Use of technology to enhance accessibility of participants–including flat panels in gallery, hearing amplification devices, software to convert conversations into typed words

11. Non-glare, non-buzz lighting


