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Who is this?



YES!

It is the
Director - General of the

World Health Organization 

(WHO)

Dr. Margaret Chan
Dr Chan was appointed to the post of Director 

General on 9 November 2006. Her term will run     

through June 2012.



éand who is this?



It is 

Dr Keiji Fukuda

Acting Assistant Director General

Of the WHO

And

Special Adviser on Pandemic Influenza 



Here they are together recentlyébut they had met earlier in 

their careers.



But this is about the IHRs

¹ Q: What are the International Health 
Regulations? 

¹ A: The International Health Regulations 
(IHR) are an international legal 
instrument that is binding on 194 
countries across the globe, including all 
the Member States of WHO. Their aim is 
to help the international community 
prevent and respond to acute public 
health risks that have the potential to 
cross borders and threaten people 
worldwide. 



The IHRs

¹ 1969 adopted

¹ 1973 amended

¹ 1981 amended



The 1981 Amendments

¹ Heralded the eradication of 
smallpox from the planet

¹After the ó81 amendments, the IRHs 
applied to only 3 diseases:

¹ Yellow Fever

¹ Plague

¹ Cholera



THEN CAME 

SARS
AN ATYPICAL PNEUMONIA 

WHICH WAS LATER NAMED 

AFTER THE INITIALS OF 

THE WORDS WHICH 

DESCRIBED IT



¹ completely new emerging infectious 
disease

¹ began in Chinaôs Guangdong Province

¹ animal - to - human transfer suspected

¹ Feb 21, 2003 ðGuangdong doctor who 
treated patients with atypical 
pneumonia checks into Metropole 
Hotel in Hong Kong

Late FALL 2002 - Mid -Summer 2003




